";Some long poems, a ‘place to wander in,’ as Keats put it
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day experiences of -a prairie child-

;)'; THE '-ONG POEM ANTHOkOGY ‘hood. At one point Kroetsch writes,
T MMM 344 pages, §7.95 . - Jdt time in the rillager{ Hels!er -
&+ THEVEHICULE POETS Hey, wait a minute./ That’s a story.”

. .INTRODUCED BY ARTIE GOLD - There is no room for story-telling
Mo Press, 94 pges, 34.95 here. Similarly, Nichol tries in the 38

REVIEWED | pages of The Martyrology to de})ingt an
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: are. recreations of - specific scenes,
anyone ‘of _my generatlun Who - Marlart’s  Steveston and McKay's
t. through' Uﬂ_tal"l;;mhm: {?m ﬁmg asnz:lmt, some more evocative of
. me place and t the poet’s percep-
Zaok 7 tions thah others.
"~ At least four long poems (those by
Marlatt, Mcxg. Blaser, and Davey)
‘me as not long poems at
all: but suites ofmghmt -poems-linked
_together:by threads of theme.or sub-
ject. The. majority, though, meet
.. Keats'’ deﬂnition of the long poem as
: “aplacetowanderln"Soil’ym

; 'varled a collecﬂm ‘all the

/er can- do is‘single out poets
: whoae work especia]ly moved him. .

{ Two Hungarian-born Montrealers are

" outstanding. Endre Farkas explains "

. inShop Talk: ““The poém I enter/ is the,

d’ectpoau lo mar/ becaase I enter

He neatly escapes this solipsism

and goes:on .to make other points.-
- Tom Konyves* forte is the long poem
. - ~with the long lihe. No Parking is a
-meditation on death and resurrection
. in a zany manner characteristic of
- the best of the surrealists.
" 1also enjoyed the poems of Claudia
Lapp, charcoal-like sketches, and the
heavier, impasto-like palntlngs of
Ken Norris (who writes: “If we could
live inside a poem/ we'd live inside
an ode”). But all seven poets seem
intent' on proving the truth of Louis
Dudek’s : observation that -“it is the
- destiny of Montreal to'show the coun-
try- I'rom time to time what poetry
is.” !
John Robeit Co!ombo is editor of The
Poets of Canada and Othér Canadas, a
collection of science fiction. A new work,
: S The Canada Coloring Book, will be
. Editor Ondaatje: most assured published shortly.
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